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As Advent approaches for another year, we are faced once more into a preparation of our hearts
to welcome the Christ child. As we do this, I can’t help but think of mothers, escpecially this
year as recently some of our carers have taken time off as the birth of their baby approaches.
I am also reading a book at the moment called, ‘Meeting Jesus in the Sacraments’, and came
across this passage and thought it was relevent to our preparations: ‘God, who has no history,
since he is eternal, wanted to make history, to walk close to his people. But there is more: he
wanted to make himself one of us and as one of us to walk with us in Jesus. And this speaks to
us. It tells us about the humility of God who is so very great and powerful precisely in humility’.
Jesus does walk along side us and feels everything that we do, we are so blessed by God’s
grace in our lives and should never tire of thanking him.
Every Blessing at Christmas and the New Year, with all our love and prayers.
Sr. Davina

Silver Jubilee of Mother Abbess

The feast of St. Benedict 11th July this
year was a day of great rejoicing as
Mother Abbess celebrated her Silver Jubilee and renewed her vows. Abbot Paul
Stonham of Belmont was the principal
celebrant at Mass, assisted by monks
and diocesan priests. Peter Siney
played the organ and sang with us.
At the end of the Mass Father Julian Bo
oth read a letter from Archbishop, Bernard Longley of Birmingham, in which
he congratulated and thanked Mother
and encouraged us in our life of prayer
for the diocese and the world.
Many of our families, friends, oblates and
helpers took part in the Mass. All were
invited inside for a buffet lunch and Jubilee cake.

Birthday Congratulations
to Sister Shelia who turned 80, Skippy,
7 and Mother Gertrude who turned 91!

Archbishop

In August Archbishop Bernard came to celebrate
Mass for Mother Abbess
and community, and we
all enjoyed a festive meal
with him and Sister Luke
in the Guest Room.

General Chapter at Worth
Abbey
This year the thirteen houses of
the English Benedictine Congregation were summoned to
the Ordinary General Chapter, which takes place at four
yearly intervals. Mother Abbess and Sister Benedict
(delegate of Colwich) were at
Worth Abbey in Sussex from
24th July to 1st August, taking part in a heavy schedue
of meetings. However, there
were also very enjoyable informal meals, which gave an opportunity to get to know monks
from the USA as well as the
UK, and to meet again nuns
from our Sister Community of
Stanbrook. The Liturgy was
beautifully celebrated by us
with the Worth Community in
their modern, circular Abbey
Church.
The Chapter concluded with
the election of a new Abbot
President, Abbot Christopher Jamison, who is a former Headmaster and Abbot of
Worth. Abbot Christopher has
already paid a fraternal visit to
the Colwich Community in October

Abbot Paul Stonham, Father
Terence
Richardson
and Father Stephen concelebrating at the Silver Jubilee.

Retreats
This year the Nuns had a
silent retreat in October (no
talks or conferences) listening to former retreat conferences. And in November a
2 day retreat workshop by
Dr. Jenny Nock and Sue
McDermott on Human and
Spiritual Growth. We will
also have a 3 day Advent
retreat early in December
by Father Hugh Summerville-Knapman of Douai
Abbey.
The Oblates had their retreat from 25-27 August,
led by the Assistant Chaplain.

Improvements
In the choir we have new chairs
and stalls for the community,
(see blog for images) near to the
sanctuary, and nearer to one another for the singing. The visitors
now sit in the ‘old stalls’ and all
the comments have been favourable.
In the nuns’ refectory we have removed surplus tables and chairs
so that we sit closer togther. We
brought in cupboards and keep
our Feast day treats in them.
Outside the enclosure, we have
provided plenty of extra parking
on tarmac, complete with solar
lights.
Future improvments
We had a survey of the Abbey
fabric late last year by an architectural technologist, with a view
to scheduling future repairs.
This year we have been working with architects on a feasibility study ‘to consider reordering
of the Abbey’s building to better
serve the Benedictine community’s current needs and to provide
improved hospitality facilities.’

RIP
This year Mother Gertrude’s
brother Jim Baker died, the
last of her three siblings. We
also heard of the death of Father David Mellor who used to
bring groups of children here
for First Communion and Confirmation retreats.
May they rest in peace.

Mother Abbess with Fr. Patrick Lobo at his ordination at Belmont Abbey
on the 27th June.

