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Dear Friends, oblates and family,
I am writing this in the middle of summer which seems a little odd to say the least but as
you continue to read you will learn why.
As we approach yet another year end and a new cycle within the Church’s liturgy with
Advent, a new beginning, we have had yet another challenging year. The most testing is
that the Colwich community has decided to affiliate with Stanbrook due to the lack of
numbers and on the death of Sr. Monica, we have tried to continue and look for a smaller
place but alas it is not meant to be . We are now a dependant house in which we continue to discern what is best for the sisters and the decision is that we have to move now,
we are heartbroken at this. However, where one door closes another door opens, it is like
spring when the new growth and shoots spring up and blossom into something fruitful
after a period of darkness and rest in what seems apparent decay. As we look forward to
the birth of Our Lord and prepare our hearts so that we are ready to welcome him into our
lives we need to look at what is important not only in life in general but in our own individual lives as well. We gaze at wonder when we visit the crib when God became man,
showing his humility and a way for us to become like him, so let us give back to God what
he deserves – our love and generosity, in other words the gift of ourselves!
Of course, this has been a most trying year for all with the Coronavirus pandemic in
which has seen many countries lose an awful lot of lives. Our hearts and thoughts go out
to all the families that have suffered in various forms because of this, and we pray that all
may gain strength and comfort from the merciful hearts of Jesus and Mary.
Sadly this will be the last Colwich Chronicle that you will receive and on behalf of the
community we all thank you dearly from the bottom of our hearts for your love and support over the many years we have know you. Please keep us in your prayers as we will
do for you and please, please keep up the contact I add the new addresses here for you:
-Mother Davina will continue at the Abbey in the guest cottage for a while, St.
Mary’s Abbey Cottage, St. Mary’s Abbey, Main Road, Little Haywood, Stafford
ST18 0UF
-Mo. Gertrude and Sr. Sheila will be Oulton Abbey Care Home, Kibblestone Road, Oulton, Stone, Staffordshire ST15 8UP
-Sr. Theresa Mary & Sr. Benedict will move to Stanbrook Abbey, Wass, York YO61
4AY
As you can see, lots is or has happened for us this year and you can realise why I am
sending this out now, earlier than Advent.
Have a wonderful and blessed Christmas and New Year!
Sr. Davina & the Sisters

Sister Monica R.I.P
Monica was born in Blackpool, of
a Finnish Mother and an Indian
Father. She studied at Harrow
Art School, but her life was overshadowed by the death of her
Mother. She moved back to
Blackpool, where she completed
her studies and got a job using
her training.
She entered the community at
Colwich and made her solemn
Profession on 20th June 1979.
She served the community as
organist and in producing handmade cards and craftwork for
sale. She was very popular with
anyone who came to the Abbey
and was very faithful to intercessory prayer.
Sister Monica’s health declined
noticeably in the last two years.
In January 2020, she went to
Oulton Abbey Care Home, initially for respite. She was very happy there, with the loving care of
the staff and spiritual support of
the Chaplain and asked to stay
there.
After a short illness she died at
Stoke Hospital on 20th May.
She was in the 79th year of her
age and 45 years since her
clothing as a Benedictine nun at
Colwich.
We had a quiet funeral in our
cemetery, with sun shining and
birds singing.

May they Rest in Peace
Tony Duke, husband of Marie
-Louise, and our friend Amyas
Stafford Northcote both died
this year. Our prayers are
with them and their families.

May the peace & Joy of Christ
be with you this Christmas
and in the coming year!
Love and prayers from all of us at
St. Mary’s Abbey Colwich, Stafford

Thank you for all your love and support over the many
years and we wish you all the best in the future. We
will miss you all very much and please pray for us.
Archbishop Bernard with Sister Benedict,
Mother Abbess, Sister Theresa Mary and
Sister Sheila, on an afternoon visit in July.

Clap for Carers
As the nation joined forces to
clap for carers on a Thursday
evening at 8pm we at the Abbey (or rather a couple of us)
got together and prayed a
Decade of the Holy Rosary for
the NHS and all frontline workers/carers.
During
Easter
week however on the Thursday we rang the bells after our
rosary and continue on the
Thursday nights that the nation goes out into their front
gardens clapping or whatever
they do! Well done and
THANK YOU and GOD
BLESS you all NHS!

A Prayer Stone
On Friday 17th April which of
course was Easter week for
us this year – not to mention
the middle of the Covid-19
Pandemic, an unexpected
little gift was left outside our
front door. It was a smooth
stone about 2” x 3” and was
beautifully decorated asking
for prayers anonymously for
someone’s nephew. They
were I suspect believers in
Christ as there was a cross
on it and the words hope and
faith.
“Please pray for out nephew
critically ill.”

The Easter Chick
Within the Octave of Easter and on
the 8th day which happens to be the
Divine Mercy Sunday a wonderful
event occurred at the Abbey as the
world battles with the enemy in the
form of Covid-19. God continues
with his work of creation, and out of
nowhere a Mallard duck came to
our courtyard door with her ducklings … no less than 14 would you
believe. We get beautiful views of
them at mealtimes and during the
course of the day. Hopefully this
time they will survive, as they have
a better chance than when they
chose a different location within our
enclosure.

Well mom and the 12 survivors has
now finally flown the nest and what
a saga which looked like a soap
opera over the three months from
April 19th till July 2nd.
It started Friday evening (June
26th) when Bossy boots (the eldest) left, initially we thought something may have unforeseen happened but no he left and in one
piece, Sunday evening another one
left, mom was certainly getting them
all ready, Monday evening 9 left
with mom and perhaps dad and
they made such a racket outside the
guest house, none of us unfortunately witnessed any of it. Tuesday
morning we were left with one.

It looked so sad a scene really you
felt for her as she felt alone and
abandoned. We wondered if mom
would come back well she did but
on Wed morning. Thursday morning
it was a sight as mom, dad, 2 siblings came to see if our little missy
was going to fly, she seemed to be
adamant that she was not going!
However, during the day she looked
as if she was missing her family,
mum came back briefly and then
early evening a sibling arrived with
perhaps mom. Friday morning we
thought that she finally left the previous night when we couldn't locate
her - no response to the call. However, during breakfast at 6.15am
she came quacking into the courtyard and really quacking this time
when she was silent before it was
almost as if she came back to tell
me and the sisters, 'look I've done it,
I've been to the canal and can enjoy
my swim'. It was lovely, and later
mom came again almost to say, '
right time is up you had better come
back with me and stop messing
about'! Little Missy still is coming
back for her breakfast and mom
coming to find out what she is up to,
maybe she is a vegetarian….
We will miss them but they have
gone on to another phase of their
life on the canal and good luck to
them all. Mom needs a medal and
she has really been wonderful, really quite exceptional in the way she
has looked after this brood, good
luck to her also in the future. One of
God’s little miracles and gifts.

Thank you to our staff;
Dave and Alison, Ken, Victoria, Roxanne and Frances
for your work over the
years.

Happy Birthday!
Skippy turned 10 on the 3rd
September.

To say goodbye we had tea
with our oblates on 8th September (with social distancing),
and on other separate occasions met with our friends who
come regularly to Mass with
us.

Mother Abbess delivered some
bedding to Belmont, for the
homeless staying there, adorned
in full PPE!

CONGRATULATIONS
To Frances Plant who has just given birth on September 11th
to a baby boy named Noah Peter William. Frances has worked
for us over the last few years assisting Sr. Benedict in the
Bursar’s office.
Our thoughts and prayers go to her and the growing family!

